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Customer Reviews

The information presented above contains some errors. This is not a score: it is an Opera Guide,
one of a series published in association with the two principal London opera companies (Royal
Opera and ENO). These books are intended to prepare audiences to evaluate and enjoy opera
performances. Each book contains a complete libretto with a parallel translation into English (in this
case, the singing translation by Andrew Porter).There are five articles in Opera Guide no.34, as
follows:’A Very Human Epic’ by Mike Ashman: a distinguished opera director, best known for his
Wagner productions; these have included the WNO ’Ring’ and 'Parsifal’, the Norwegian Opera’s
'Ring’ and productions at Covent Garden. This essay provides an excellent introduction to Wagner’s
'Parsifal’. It does however contain a few factual errors; in particular, Ashman is clearly out of his
depth when he discusses Wagner’s sources such as the 'Poetic Edda’ (for the 'Ring’) and Chretien
de Troyes (for 'Parsifal’).This Guide was completed in 1986, and therefore it is understandable that
the controversy that blew up around ’'Parsifal’ in the mid-1980’s does not receive an adequate
treatment here. The criticisms of Hartmut Zelinsky and Robert Gutman are mentioned, briefly, in a
footnote at the end of Ashman’s article.’Recapitulation of a Lifetime’ by Dieter Borchmeyer. | found
this rather an eccentric take on ’Parsifal’. The author erroneously believes that the genesis of the

work began in 1865; whereas Wagner recorded that the initial inspiration came in Marienbad in



1845 and the first sketch was written soon after Good Friday 1857.
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